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Greetings to you and yours!   
     This season provides ample op-
portunity for continued acts of com-
munity kindness, special family and 
friend time, religious and spiritual 
reflections, retail therapy and mental 
preparation for the New Year.  I 
know that we are especially mindful 
of our service members and their 
families. So many remain separated 
due to missions around the globe. 
We pray for their safety and wellbe-
ing and do what we can to support 
their families back home.  In caring 
for soldiers and their families over 
the years, I sure did learn how im-
portant it was for our soldiers to have 
peace of mind, knowing that their 
loved ones were cared for.  So while 
I am not working in a military hospi-
tal, I know that everything I can do 
to support the goals and objectives of 
MOAA, will somehow make a dif-
ference in caring for the troops and 
their families.  

     As I read our Chapter newsletters 
and see what we’re doing around 
North Carolina, I am overwhelmed 
by your generosity of energy, time, 
creativity and financial resources in 
support of our military (past and pre-
sent) and other community endeav-
ors throughout the year and espe-
cially during the holidays.  Great 
work and Thank You!! 
     I’m pretty sure that most of us 
keep up with many of folk that 
we’ve been assigned with over the 
years. Those holiday cards and let-
ters sure do provide the updates of 
who has traveled where; the aca-
demic and sports highlights of grand-
kids and who has had what body part 
replaced :-)  We also learn about 
who has passed during the year and 
thus more reflection on the meaning-
ful years we’ve had as colleagues/
friends.  

Continued on page 2 
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The President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Coastal Carolina Chapter, Cherry Point Naval Health Clinic 
Partner to Bring Holiday Cheer to Kinston Veterans Home 

     I have been honored to install new officers 
in the High Country and Eastern Carolina 
Chapters and will be doing the same soon for 
the Triangle, Coastal Carolina and San-
dhills Chapters.  Please let me know if I can 

support your Chapter in any way.   
Here’s to a productive, meaningful, healthy, 
happy and however you define successful, 
2014!  

     The Coastal Carolina Chapter, partnering 
with the MCAS Cherry Point Naval Health 
Clinic, prepared, donated and delivered 38 
shoeboxes of useful items including toiletries, 
snacks, warm socks, puzzles, games and sta-
tionery to residents of the new North Caro-

lina Veterans home in Kinston on 9 Decem-
ber. 
     The Kinston Veterans home, open since 
last March, currently has about 35 residents 
and is expected to increase to 100 by the end 
of 2014. 

     Coastal Carolina partnered with the Cherry Point 
Naval Health Clinic to donate and deliver 38 shoe-
boxes of gifts, toiletries and snacks to residents of the 
State Veterans Home in Kinston on 9 December.  Pic-
tured (L-R) are LT Rachel Cousins, HN Michael 
Rocco, PN1 Montross Bell and LTJG Sharalinda 
Garcia.  Coastal Carolina 1stVP Col Don Davis 
USMC (Ret.), President CAPT Marie Senzig USN 
(Ret.) and Council Comments editor Maj Bill Culler 
USMC (Ret.) stand behind. 

     
 
     Cherry Point Naval Health Clinic nurse LT Rachel 
Cousins (L) and CC/MOA 1stVP Col Don Davis visit 
with Kinston Veterans Home resident Ralph 
Bushong on 9 December.  Mr. Bushong, 91, is a vet-
eran of the Navy Seabees. 
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Federal Retiree Task Force of North Carolina Update 
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Federal Retiree Task Force of North Carolina Update 

(Continued from page 3) 

Codgertoons 
(Contributed by Catawba Valley President COL Joe Cansler USA (Ret.)) 

 



 

Budget Deal Includes COLA Cut 

     On Wednesday, the Senate passed the Bi-
partisan Budget Act of 2013 (BBA) by a vote 
of 64-36. The two year budget deal includes a 
provision that reduces working age retirees’ 
annual cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) by 
one percentage point until they reach the age 
of 62 – and fails to grandfather existing retir-
ees and currently serving members who plan 
to serve a 20-plus year career.   
     Because of the fast-track nature of the bill, 
many members of Congress were caught off-
guard by the overall financial impact retirees 

would face.   
     Service members who retire at the 20 year 
point will feel the full negative financial im-
pact of the provision by experiencing a near 
20 percent reduction in their retired pay by 
the time they reach age 62.   
     For example, an E-7 retiring this year with 
20 years of service would see an average loss 
of over $3,700 per year by the time he/she 
reaches age 62 – overall impact: $83,000 loss 
by age 62.  

 

     Survivors of retirees under age 62 will see 
a reduced annuity; however, when their re-
tiree would have reached age 62, the survi-
vor’s annuity will be recalculated to the full 
annual COLA. 
This week MOAA, mobilized to voice our 
concern with the provision. The senate effort 
kicked off last Saturday with a conference 
call between MOAA President Vice Adm. 
Norb Ryan, USN (Ret) and Sens. Kelly Ay-
otte (R-N.H.) and Lindsey Graham (R-
S.C.) to discuss the overall impact of the 
COLA cut.   
     On Sunday, MOAA organized a 
“Storming the Hill” event with our partners 
in The Military Coalition and The American 
Legion. Hill stormers visited every senate 
office on Monday urging them to strip the 
harmful provision.   
     On Tuesday, Admiral Ryan spoke at a 
press conference with Sens. Ayotte, Graham 
and Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) to explain the 
disastrous consequences of the retirement 
provision. Ryan stressed that MOAA did not 

want to prevent a bipartisan budget agree-
ment, but implored the senate to find alterna-
tive funding to avoid disproportional cuts on 
the backs of military retirees.  
     The BBA passed on Wednesday. 
     Other budget-saving measures in the 
agreement include a provision altering retire-
ment contribution amounts for federal retir-
ees.  However these provisions apply only 
prospectively to new hires, grandfathering 
current employees into their retirement sys-
tem. Military retirees were not afforded this 
protection. 
     MOAA members launched over 188,000 
messages sent to Capitol Hill in less than a 
week. Admiral Ryan stated, “We may have 
lost this round, but we have not lost the fight. 
The Senate Armed Services Committee lead-
ership has vowed to take a look at this provi-
sion in January when the House and Senate 
return and we will hold them to it.”   
     If not repealed, the provision goes into 
effect in December 2015. 
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     Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published six times per year.  A current issue of the 
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